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Your Excellencies 

Honorable Members of the ACMAD Board
Permanent Representatives of countries with the WMO

Representatives of AUC and partner institutions
Distinguished invited Participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is an honor to welcome you again to the BoG 22 session. 

I would like once again to express our profound gratitude to the Government and people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria for hosting this  Session.
ACMAD was established in 1985 following the severe droughts of the 1970s and 80s in Africa to act as the continental weather and climate watch institution and centre of excellence for the applications of meteorology for sustainable development.
 With the vision of becoming a world class continental operational meteorological  Centre in Africa providing services supporting resilience to extreme events and adaption to climate change impacts across Africa, ACMAD priorities are threefold:
· Strengthening resilience to extremes ( Sendai framework)

· Supporting reduction of climate change impacts ( Paris Agreement)

· Developing emerging and new services to sustain , clean and green our world ( SDGs)

Taking a synergistic approach integrating Sendai framework, Paris Agreement and SDGs is therefore enshrined in ACMAD’s priorities accelerating actions.
This Session will review achievements in 2021 on these 3 priorities and discuss future plans on the following 4 strategic objectives:

· Addressing capacity gaps in NMHSs and Users organizations

·  Improving the quality of Services 

· Supporting better access to data and promoting Research and innovation

· Modernizing Governance and Management of the Centre 

Distinguished Participants,

We are in a Decade of Action to deliver on the SDGs. We are at the juncture for scaling up climate action, including accelerating implementation of Nationally Determined Contributions.

Africa will also hold a major global conference this year to catalyze further climate action. AUC and WMO are spearheading the preparation of the annual state of climate report for Africa to be communicated to African and global negotiators and stakeholders at COP 27 in Sharm El Cheik. ACMAD together with other African RCCs and developing RCCs are providing technical inputs to this report.

As indicated this morning, important hydropower plants ceasing operations, Cyclone Idai losses and damages, recent Kwazulu Natal torrential rains and related unprecedented floods impacts in recent history are evidences that we are yet to address different aspects of the  greatest challenge of our time that is climate change.
The early declaration of state of drought emergency in September 2021 in Kenya ahead of the Drought currently heating the IGAD region is encouraging but we should continue efforts to sustain and extend early warning and early action including building and use of emergency commodity reserves. The MHEWS set up at continental level with the support of the Italian development cooperation has demonstrated its potential during the just ending rainy season in southern Africa with high impact cyclones like Batsira landfall anticipated up to 5 days ahead over Madagascar. Continental advisories were issued by ACMAD 5 days ahead based on WMO designated World Meteorlogical Centres products, followed by watches from RSMC La reunion and warning by the Meteorological Services of Madagascar.  The synergies and complementarities demonstrated in the Meteorological community are expected to be extended in the emergency management, humanitarian and DRR communities to ensure effective action with the advisories, watches and warnings provided by the Met Community. Under the Italian funded MHEWS programme these synergies and complementarities will be upscaled. 

 WMO Designated and developing RCCs in Africa are aware of the climate change, the need for urgent action and are joining hands with ClimSA and other programmes to support climate action.

Thank you again for joining us and we look forward to fruitful discussions.
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