
1

Africa Multi-Hazard Early Warning and Early Action System 
Role & Function of 

Continental Multi-Hazard Advisory Centre at ACMAD

Niamey-Niger May 07, 2024

Wendlasida Sandrine COMBERE
Climate accelerator expert

Préparé par: Présenté par : 

ACMAD Team



2

Outline
Brief presentation of ACMAD 
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Who are we?

24/11/10

Continental Multi Hazards Advisory Centre for Africa 

inaugurated in October 2022 as part of the Institutional

Infrastructure of the African Union Multihazards Early

Warning and Early Action System (AMHEWAS)

WMO Designated Regional Climate 

Centre for Africa since May 2015

Created trough resolution 540 of the UNECA Conference of Ministers in April 1985 following the 
droughts of the 70s and 80s , ACMAD is established in Niamey-Niger since October 1992 with mandate 

Brief presentation of ACMAD 

Institution of excellence for the Applications of meteorology for sustainable  development 

Continental Weather and Climate Watch Centre 
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What do we do?

Climate 
Services

Agriculture

Disaster 
Risk 

Reduction

Health

Priority Areas  Monitoring, forecasting and early warning  for extreme 
events

 Contribute to the disasters situation Report and 
Continental watch in the framework of AMHEWAS

 Build capacities for its Member State’s National
Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs)

 Research and transfer of technology

 Vision: An African continent where all nations are
benefit from a world class operational continental
meteorological centre to become resilient on extreme
events and empowered to support the sustainable
development with better meteorological service.

Brief on ACMAD Mission (2/2) 
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Co-design: slow, interative

Co-production: fast, direct

Bridges represent necessary  Partnership

Mountains are needed expertise to operate warnings

Value Chain to support the early warning
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Advisories 3 to 4 days ahead of Somali floods November 5, 
2023. Moving along the value chain to  impact outlook, 
warnings, anticipatory decision and action implementation 
is  still a challenge.  Ad hoc briefings with DRR and 
humanitarian actors is a requirement

Source: Continental Multi Hazard Advisory Centre of AMHEWAS at ACMAD 

Early warning Information  for floods

Case of Somalia
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The first Heavy rain event leading to floods during summer monsoon of 2022 in Niger . 

Vigilance product anticipated this hazard 4 days ahead ( on Jul 11 2022) . Rapid Developing 
Thunderstorms product from EUMETSAT Data and Processing System by Meteo-France 

( major Global ACMAD Partners). 
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Early warning Information  for Drought
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Tracks from: 17-01-2023, 00UTC to 22-01-2023, 00UTC

(Global deterministic models : ARPEGE, CMC, 

ECMWF, ICON, GFS and UKMO) – Climatology of 

the forecast period favors evolution towards the 

Mozambican channel

Cyclone CHENOSO

Cyclone early warning Information  
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Meningitis Outbreak Outlook/Advisory
For WHO-AFRO Meningitis Surveillance And Control 

Generated

Early warning for Health 



1124/11/10

PRODUCTS TO SUPPORT  
AUC  SitRoom In 

AMHEWAS 

Contribution in Continental Watch 

Contribution in Situation 
Report 

Co-Production for anticipatory action 
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Co-Production for anticipatory action 
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ACMAD co-produced knowledge materials with partners such as 
UNOCHA, UNDRR, UNHCR, and FAO to support anticipatory actions 

and reduce disaster risks.
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Effective communication
Coordinated  ad hoc briefings with NMHSs, Regional Severe Weather and Climate 
Centres for impact forecasting and harmonization of  hazards and impact 
information

Special briefings and statements for Africa Working Group on DRR (AWGDRR) , 
WHO- AFRO, Regional Committee for Disaster Management in West Africa 
(GECEAO), UNOCHA, WMO with UNHCR

Feedback mechanism and user engagement

Leverage all communication resources and channels to ensure that information 
reaches the last mile.
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CONCLUSION

Raise awareness of policy makers of availability of impact-based 
forecasting.

Build capacity of forecasters and disaster experts on operation of  
risk knowledge,  outlook, advisory, watch, warning a

Strengthen collaboration between institution

Better Access to data 

 Research and innovation
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THANK YOU


